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Detailed Action 



Misspellings: 



at claim 6, line 3 "discernable" is misspelled; 
at claim 7 "states" is misspelled; 
at claim 16 "states" is misspelled. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-10, 15, 16, 18, 22, 23 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 



being anticipated by Hull. 
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With respect to claim 1, Hull teaches a communication apparatus 100, 
comprising: a communication unit 102 that communicates with other communication 
apparatus; a detector 104 that detects a communication status of the communication 
unit as claimed; a light emitting device 1 26 for emitting lights in a plurality of visually 
discernable ways; a controller (combination of element 104 and 110) that controls the 
light emitting state of the light emitting device according to the status of the detector. 

With respect to claim 2, Hull teaches wherein the communication unit issues a 
call in accordance with the operation input to the operation unit (elements 105 and 127 
in combination ). 

With respect to claim 3, Hull teaches wherein the controller 104+ 110 controls 
the light emitting state of the light emitting device(126) in accordance with the status of 
detector 104. 

With respect to claim 4, Hull teaches detecting a signal and its type. The type of 
signal is referred to at para. 28, lines 9-12. See also paragraph 25. Here, the type of 
signal is email, sms or voice mail. Hall teaches the controller controls the light emitting 
state in accordance with the type of signal determined by the detector. See col. 23, 
lines 20-25. 

With respect to claim 5, Hul teaches detecting the type of signal by looking at 
the frequency (age) of the signal. See para. 28, last three lines. 
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With respect to claims 6, 9 and 15 , Hull teaches a plurality of color coded states 
that are visually discernable. See paragraph 30, lines 6-13. 

With respect to claims 7, 10 and 16, Hull teaches controlling a plurality of 
brightness states (corresponds to blinking and flashing ), see the bottom of para. 30. 
See also para. 33, lines 1-4. 

Hull teaches wherein the controller controls the brightness state of the light 
emitting device in accordance with the type of signal determined by the detector. See 
para 33, lines 1-4. 

With respect to claim 8, Hull teaches detecting a signal input to the 
communication unit and determines a signal level which is discerned as 9intermediate, 
new or old) see para. 50, lines 6-16. and see also para 51 , wherein the lights are 
controlled in accordance with the signal level of the signal determined by the detector. 

With respect to claim 18, Hull teaches setting input unit 105 + 127 to which a 
user inputs instructions for setting a condition of the lights, wherein the controller 104 + 
1 1 0 changes the states of the light in accordance to how they were set. 
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With respect to claim 22, Hull teaches communicating with image data, see 
para. 25, where e-mails comprise image data. 

With respect to claim 23, Hull teaches communicating with facsimile data as 
image data. See Short-message-service or e-mail which also is a type of facsimile 
data. 

With respect to claim 27, Hull teaches a facsimile machine 100, comprising: 

a communication unit 102 that communicates with other communication 
apparatus; a detector 104 that detects a communication status of the communication 
unit as claimed; a light emitting device 1 26 for emitting lights in a plurality of visually 
discernable ways; a controller (combination of element 104 and 110) that controls the 
light emitting state of the light emitting device according to the status of the detector. 
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2. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 11 -14 and 19 -21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hull further in view of Kobayashi. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Hull teaches all of the subject matter as relied upon for 
the rejection of claim 1 above. 

Hull does not discuss specifically, the use of DTMF signals. 

Kobayashi teaches the use of a modem 41 as provided in figure 5. It is well 
known in the art that modems communicates using a dual tone multi-frequency with 
other communication apparatus over a network. Hence, the modem communicates 
using a plurality of low and high type of frequency signals and one of ordinary skill in 
the art, would have recognized this. 
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Since modems are used in communication devices to communicate over a 
network to another communication device, it would have been obvious to use a 
modem in the transceiver device 102 for the purpose of using DTMF signals would 
have been recognized by one of ordinary skill in the art. 

With respect to claim 12, the combination of Hull and Kobayashi would have also 
made obvious the use of modulators since the modem is a modulation device. It is 
used to distinguish different frequencies used to communicate between sending and 
receiving devices. 

With respect to claim 13 , Hull teaches a plurality of color coded states that are 
visually discernable. See paragraph 30, lines 6-13. 

With respect to claim 14, Hull teaches controlling a plurality of brightness states 
(corresponds to blinking and flashing ), see the bottom of para. 30. See also para. 33, 
lines 1-4. 

Hull teaches wherein the controller controls the brightness state of the light 
emitting device in accordance with the type of signal determined by the detector. See 
para 33, lines 1-4. 
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With respect to claim 19, Hull teaches a detector for determining the status of 
lights and communication as it relates to the lights. See para. 23. However, Hull 
does not specifically refer to detecting a communication speed. 



However, Kobayashi teaches the user of a modem 41 and it is well known in the 
art of image communication that a modem detects the speed of the incoming 
communication and sends a signal back to the transmitter confirming the ability to 
received communication signals at the communication speed desired by the 
transmitter. If the modem, at the receiver, is incapable of communicating at the 
transmitting speed, the modem sends a fall back signal for the transmitter to begin 
transmitting at a lower baud rate. This fallback of the transmission rate (communication 
speed) occurs until the error rate in the transmission is detected as being below an 
acceptable level. 



The motivation for this rejection is also the same as that found in claim 1 1 . 
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With respect to claim 20, Hull teaches a plurality of color coded states that are 
visually discernable. See paragraph 30, lines 6-13. 

With respect to claim 21 , Hull teaches controlling a plurality of brightness states 
(corresponds to blinking and flashing ), see the bottom of para. 30. See also para. 33, 
lines 1-4. 

Hull teaches wherein the controller controls the brightness state of the light 
emitting device in accordance with the type of signal determined by the detector. See 
para 33, lines 1-4. 



Claims Objected As Containing Allowable Matter 



3. Claims 17 and 24-26 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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4. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerome Grant II whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7463. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Jerome Grant II/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
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